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‘Enjoy and Achieve’
Promoting British Values at Maylandsea Primary School
At Maylandsea Primary School we ‘actively promote’ the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. These values were first set out by the government in the ‘Prevent’ strategy in 2011. At all Eveleigh LINK Academy Trust schools these values are implemented and reinforced regularly in the following ways:

Democracy:
Democracy is a concept and quality that is explicit in many aspects of our school life. In particular, all pupils have the opportunity to have their voices heard through our School Council. The election of school councilors allows pupils to experience voting and fair elections. Successful candidates are expected to attend meetings and make key decisions, using pupil voice, about a range of events and policies. School councillors then seek views of their peers and report actions to their classes through Class Councils.They are actively involved in improving the school.

In line with general elections, Maylandsea Primary School give pupils the opportunity to experience mock elections with year 5 and 6 children devising manifestos and campaigning for votes. 

Democracy is also embedded throughout our curriculum and during the year, the children will have opportunities to learn about Britain’s democratic parliamentary system and its central role in shaping our history and values in lessons and assemblies.

Parents have the opportunity to share their views about school issues through Parents Forum, comments to staff and Governors and through annual questionnaires. These views are fed back to all parents in newsletters or published on the website.
The Rule of Law:
During the year pupils are taught the value and reasons behind laws, that they govern and protect us, the responsibilities that this involves and the consequences when laws are broken. These concepts are reinforced by school policies and procedures such as our behavior policy which all stakeholders understand and follow. Individual classes are also involved at the beginning of each new academic year in creating a set of agreed rules for their class. These are displayed, referred to, discussed and adhered to.

As part of our PSHE curriculum there are planned visits from authorities such as the Police and Fire Service which help to reinforce this message. The “Crucial Crew Experience” for Year 6 allows children to see the importance of caring for individuals, property and the rule of law.
Individual Liberty:
Within school, pupils are actively encouraged to make choices, knowing that they are in a safe and supportive environment. As a school we educate and provide boundaries for young pupils to make choices safely, through a provision of a safe environment and empowering education. Pupils are encouraged to know, understand and exercise their rights and personal freedoms and advise how to exercise these safely, for example through our online safety and PSHE lessons. Whether it be through choice of challenge, of how they record, of participation in our numerous extra-curricular clubs and opportunities, pupils are given the freedom to make choices throughout their school life.

Mutual Respect:

Our curriculum and school values promote mutual respect. In PSHE pupils work through units of learning, such as friendship, responsibility, consideration and teamwork. This is also reinforced by classroom rules and our behaviour policy. Pupils have key roles and responsibilities in school, e.g. prefects, school councillors, healthy school representatives, head of houses, reading mentors and play leaders. We teach the children about compromise; respecting others’ views but being able to play and work together. In different subjects debating is used to help pupils understand how to argue and defend different points of view in a respectful manner. We teach children to embrace similarities and differences. Our sports coaches and staff actively promote an attitude of equality and fairness. We celebrate and reward success and learn to be magnanimous in defeat. In all aspects we are an inclusive school.
Tolerance of those of Different Faiths, Beliefs and Cultures:

This is achieved through enhancing pupils understanding of their place in a culturally diverse society and by giving them opportunities to experience such diversity. Our curriculum for RE, as well as topics that develop an understanding of other cultures and parts of the world, provides a broad and balanced education about a range of faiths, religions and cultures. We are currently building relationships with a school in China and in our French language lessons in KS2, pupils are taught about culture as well as learning vocabulary and grammar. Every year, we hold a multi-cultural event which helps the pupils to understand and celebrate diversity. Through assemblies and themes taught in class the children develop an understanding of a range of cultures to help them prepare for life in modern Britain as well as different types of prejudices and prejudice-based issues. We celebrate diversity and we actively use school resources, and where possible personal experiences, to promote equality, learning and full integration into school life for all.

For our PSHE curriculum, we follow the ‘Jigsaw’ scheme of work, which helps us to ensure that all of these values are embedded throughout our teaching and learning.
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