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Topic AUTUMN 

Fire! Fire! 

SPRING 

China 

SUMMER 

The Circus is in town 

Sensational 

Starter / 

Fabulous Finale 

London’s Burning Poem  

Great Fire of London Experience Day 

 

What’s in the box? 

Chinese New Year 

China Celebration day  

Circus day  

Homework Heroes Project – Circus Acts  

  

School Values Responsibility Friendship Determination Caring Teamwork Courage 

English 

 

 

Fiction  

Write stories and plays set in places 

pupils have been. 

Write stories and plays with imaginary 

settings. 

Write narrative diaries 

Non Fiction 

Write labels 

Write captions 

Write instructions be safe with  

fire/fireworks 

Poetry  

Write poems using both contemporary 

and classic poetry as a stimulus  

Grammar, Punctuation and 

Vocabulary 

Use of Jonathan Bond English Kit 

Fiction  

Write stories and plays that use the 

language of fairy tales and traditional tales.  

Non Fiction 

Write lists 

Non-chronological reports  

Poetry 

Write Poems that use pattern, rhyme and 

description  

Grammar, Punctuation and Vocabulary 

Use of Jonathan Bond English Kit 

Fiction  

Write stories and plays that mimic 

significant authors 

Non Fiction 

Write instructions 

Non-chronological reports (imaginary 

visit to circus) 

Poetry 

Write a nonsense and humorous poems 

– limericks 

Grammar, Punctuation and Vocabulary 

Use of Jonathan Bond English Kit 
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English ideas 

Where possible 

writing will have 

a purpose and 

will be based on 

our topics. 

 

Ideas – Traditional tales (talk for 

writing)  

Toby and the great fire of London-  

diary writing 

Comprehension packs for Fire & SP  & 

London’s burning & Guy Fawkes 

Samuel Pepys – diary writing 

Vlad and the great fire of London 

London’s Burning (Poem)   

Mr Fawkes, the king and the 

Gunpowder Plot 

Familiar settings – The Tiger Who 

Came to Tea, Dogger, Whatever Next 

Fantasy – The Magic Bed, Oi Get Off 

Our Train – both John Burningham 

Bubbles – Literacy shed film 

Ideas -  

Yeh shen (Chinese version of Cinderella)  

Magic Paintbrush 

The willow pattern Plot  - Oxford Reading 

tree  

Willow pattern story by A Drummond 

Yun and the giant bird  Bug club ( purple) 

Far from home   Bug club (orange) 

Dragons in the city ( twinkl) 

Letter to our Chinese link school  

Twinkl comp  Chinese New year  

Baba Yaga and the Black Geese 

Chinese Dragon Instructions  

Ideas-  

Paddington goes to the circus  

Peter Spiers circus- setting up of the 

circus - scene setting 

Kat’s great act (Bug club green) 

Welcome to the circus bug club turquoise 

A magic key style story with an 

adventure to the circus. 

Instructions – how to learn to juggle  

Circus poems – clowns  

The Singing Mermaid – Julia Donaldson  

Big Top Ben – David McKee 

Clown – Quentin Blake (a picture book)  

Dumbo 

The Black Hat – Literacy Shed (Animal 

related) 

Maths  

 

Follow 2014 

National 

Curriculum  

 

Follow White 

Rose  

Place Value 

Addition and Subtraction 

Shape 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Money  

Multiplication and Division 

Length and Height 

Mass Capacity and Temperature  

Fractions  

Time 

Statistics 

Position and direction  

Consolidation 



Maylandsea Primary School 

Year 2 Curriculum Planning  
 

Science 

 

 

Chemistry  

Everyday materials: Identify and name 

a variety of everyday materials 

including wood, glass, plastic, metal, 

water and rock.  

 

Describe the physical properties of a 

variety of everyday materials. 

Compare and group together a variety 

of everyday materials on the basis of 

their simple physical properties. 

Physics  

Seasonal changes including weather and day 

length. 

 

Biology 

Identify and Label sense organs. (Chinese 

food tasting) 

 

Biology  

Plants : Names of plants and trees 

including deciduous and evergreen trees. 

Parts of flowering plants and trees, 

identify and label.  

 

Animals (including humans): name a 

variety of common animals including 

fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 

mammals. Circus animals  

Compare types of vertebrate Group 

animals by diet: carnivore, herbivores 

and omnivores. 

Computing 

 

Follow  

Purple Mash 

SOW 

Coding  

Unit 2.1  

 

Online Safety 

Unit  2.2 

Spreadsheets  

Unit 2.3 

 

Questioning 

Unit 2.4 

Effective 

Searching  

Unit 2.5 

Creating 

pictures  

Unit 2.6 

Creating 

music  

Unit 2.7 

Presenting 

Ideas 

Unit 2.8 

RE 

Follow SWT SOW 

Why is light an 

important symbol for 

Christians, Jews and 

Hindus? 

What does the nativity 

story teach Christians 

about Jesus? 

 

How do Christians belong 

to their faith family? 

 

How do Jewish people 

celebrate Passover? 

 

Why do people have 

different views about 

the idea of God? 

History 

 

Events beyond living memory and 

significant people (Statutory)  -The 

Great Fire of London 

 

Other opportunities to teach history through 

cross curricular links could include;  

The Great Wall of China  

Terracotta warriors  

The lives of significant individuals in the 

past who have contributed to national 

and international achievements. 

(Statutory) 
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The lives of significant individuals in 

the past who have contributed to 

national and international 

achievements. (Statutory)  - 

Samuel Pepys (Great Fire of London) ,  

Guy Fawkes (Bonfire Night) 

 

Create a class Timeline showing Great 

Fire of London and other significant 

events up to today.   

Forbidden city in Beijing  

 

Add events to class timeline 

 – PT Banham, Philip Astley 

Roman circus  

RSPCA    

Animal free circuses  

 

Add to a class timeline 

Geography 

 

Weather  

Linked to A Cloudy Lesson - English 

World Geography 

Look at different cultures, lifestyles and 

traditions in different countries. 

 

Locating and naming the 7 continents and 

the 5 oceans of the world.  

 

Compare and contrast a small area of the 

United Kingdom with that of a non-

European country. 

Local Geography   

Looking at areas in Maylandsea / Dengie 

/ Chelmsford using a variety of maps. 

 

Investigate the countries and capitals of 

the United Kingdom.  

 

Idea - Create a fictional travelling circus.  

Look at local visiting circuses.  

DT Technical Knowledge 

Fire Engine – wheels and axels  

Cooking and Nutrition –  

Link to PSHE  

Construction/Textiles 

Glove Puppet for a class circus show  

Art Drawing 

Fire of London 

chalk pictures 

Collage 

Fireworks Collage 

Great Fire of 

London scene  

Painting 

Willow Tree plates – 

Spring Blossom 

3D Form 

Terracotta warriors  

 

Printing 

Animal prints 

 

Digital Media 

Editing Circus photos, 

putting themselves in 

the picture.  
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 Digital media change 

photos of children 

into clowns. 

PE Games / Dance Games / 

Gymnastics 

Dance / Games Athletics Outdoor Adventurous 

Activities 

PSHE 

 

Follow JIGSAW 

Me and my world 

Create a learning 

charter  

 

Special and Safe 

My Class 

 

Rights & 

Responsibilities 

 

Teach the rule of 

law (police) (In 

books) 

 

Rewards & Feeling 

Proud 

 

Consequences 

 

Owning our 

Learning Charter 

Celebrating 

differences 

The same as… 

Different from… 

 

What is bullying? 

 

What do I do 

about bullying? 

 

Making new 

friends 

 

Celebrating 

difference; 

celebrating me 

 

Assessment 

Dreams and 

Goals 

My Treasure Chest 

of Success 

 

Steps to Goals 

 

Achieving Together 

 

Stretchy Learning 

 

Overcoming 

Obstacles 

 

Celebrating My 

Success 

 

Assessment 

Healthy Me 

Being Healthy 

 

Healthy Choices 

 

Clean and Healthy 

 

Medicine Safety 

 

Road Safety 

 

Happy, Healthy Me 

 

Assessment 

Relationships 

Families 

 

Making Friends 

 

Greetings 

 

People Who Help 

Us 

 

Being My Own 

Best Friend 

 

Celebrating My 

Special 

Relationships 

 

Assessment 

Changing me 

Life Cycles 

 

Changing Me 

 

My Changing Body 

 

Boys’ and Girls’ 

Bodies 

 

Learning & Growing 

 

Coping with Changes   

 

Assessment 
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Assessment 

PSHE 

Enrichment 

Class Learning 

Charter 

Allotment 

Road Safety 

School Council 

Internet safety 

NSPCC assembly 

Anti- Bullying 

week 

Fireworks talk 

Allotment 

School Council 

Internet safety 

School Council 

Internet safety 

Growth Mindset 

assembly 

Autism Awareness 

Week 

School Council 

Internet safety 

 

Pond Work 

School Council 

Internet safety 

Transition activities 

Pond work 

School Council 

Internet safety 

 

British Values 

 

 

Create a Class 

Charter of 

responsibilities, 

rights, rewards 

and consequences 

Set up classroom 

jobs 

(responsibility) 

Use democracy to 

vote for a school 

council member 

Introduce choice 

(individual liberty) 

as a learning 

strategy 

School council 

meeting 

(democracy) 

Black History 

Month October 

(Tolerance) 

Anti -Bullying 

Week – (Rights, 

responsibilities, 

tolerance, 

individual liberty) 

School Council 

meeting 

(democracy) 

Create rules for 

working in a group 

(tolerance and 

respect) 

 (Contributing to 

society) 

 

School Council 

meeting (Democracy) 

Autism awareness 

day (Tolerance) 

Wellbeing day 

(Mental health 

awareness)/afternoon 

Chinese 

day/Geography? 

School Council 

Meeting 

(Democracy) 

Community 

service – Give 

something back 

to the 

community 

during the term 

School Council 

Meeting  

(Democracy) 

Sports Week 

(Individual 

liberty/healthy 

choices) 

Transition 

activities/preparing 

for their next steps 

Celebration of their 

achievements and 

contribution to our 

school community. 
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British Justice 

system lesson: 

police 

Music  

 

Follow Charanga 

Rhythm in the 

way we walk and 

Banana rap  

(Nativity) Zoo time  Round and Round  Friendship song  Circus Music – 

The carnival of the 

Animals 

French Each term to cover and revisit (Mainly verbal) -    French Culture, Numbers to ten, Greetings, Body parts and Colours 

Performance Nativity  

Christmas Carol Concert 

Class assembly to parents and the rest of the 

school 

Share Circus projects with other classes 

 

 

 
 

 


